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H i  e v e r y o n e . . .  H a p p y 
C hristmas and N ew Year from 
the editor . . .  This edition is as 
ever, packed from page to page 
with U FO information, sighti ngs, 
reports, articles, and much 
much more.  I have had to add a 
few extra pages in  this edition, 
to accommodate some late 
news and a press cutting .  This 
edition has a l ittle more colour to 
brighten your C hristmas. 

Next year, 2005 hopefu l ly wi l l  
b e  a better year for the g roup.  
F rom the review in  the next 
edition, 2004 has not been a 
good year for the g roup. We are 
facing some major changes 
towards the end of 2005 and 
2006 could see the grou p 
chang ing hopefu l l y  for the 
better, but more in the next 

ed ition.  Please remember, 
the newsletter is for group 
membe rs, so p lease 
support it with you r  
articles, sighti ngs a n d  any 
U FO information that you 
feel other group members 
may find of interest. We 
have strugg led in 2004 to 
keep our membership (we 
n ow o n l y  h ave 2 8  
members - in 2003 we 
had 70) and this wi l l  have 
a d ramatic effect on the 
group in  2005/2006. So 
when you read the 
February ed ition, hopeful ly 
you wi l l  be able to help the 
g roup survive into 2006 or 
this may be our last 
Christmas. 
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Betty and Barney H i l l  in  September 1 966. 
Their account of abduction by 

otherworldly a l iens was seminal  for many 
books and movies. 

Betty Hill, 85, Figure in 
Alien Abduction Case, 

Dies 
By MARGALIT FOX 

Betty H i l l, whose assertion that she was 
carried off by otherworldly beings in 1 96 1  
inspired a national obsession with a l ien 
abduction that remai ns a staple of 
American popular cu ltu re, died on 
Sunday at her home i n  Portsmouth, N.  H.  
She was 85.  

The cause was lung cancer, her niece 
Kath leen Marden said .  Mrs. H i l l  was 
not the first person to tel l  of an al ien 
encou nter. But her account was the first 
to capture the publ ic imagination on a 
g rand scale, defi n ing a narrative 
subgen re that has flourished in the 
decades since. 

Mrs. H i l l 's account was the subject of a 
book by John G. Ful ler, "The I nterrupted 
Journey: Two Lost Hours 'Aboard a Flying 
Saucer' " (Dial, 1 966) . In 1 975 it became 
a television movie, "The U FO I ncident." 
The fi lm starred Estel le Parsons as Mrs.  

Hi l l  and James Earl Jones as her husband 
Barney, who also said he was abducted. 

' 

The incident, the H i l ls sa id, occurred on the 
night of Sept. 1 9, 1 96 1 . Driving in  the White 
Mounta ins of New Hampshire, they saw a l ig ht 
that seemed to grow larger and larger. Back 
home, they found what appeared to be shiny 
spots on the car's exterior. They could not 
account for a two-hour segment of their  trip .  

The Hi l ls later saw a psych iatrist, who put 
them under hypnosis. Grad ual ly, a narrative of 
the couple's lost hours emerged. They 
recounted many times that a group of short 
grey-skinned beings stopped their car and took 
them aboard a waiting spaceship.  There, the 
H i l ls . 

said, they were subjected to rigorous 
medtcal examinations that included i nserting a 
long needle into Mrs. H i l l 's navel .  

The account fit squarely in  the Western 
narrat.i�e trad ition . With a dark night, ghostly 
appanttons and sexual undercurrent, it had 
many Victorian gothic hal lmarks, and it shared 
th� . common Western folklore theme of being 
sptnted off and ravished by an otherworldly 
creature. 

In the H i l ls' account, these traditional elements 
were transplanted to a modern but no less 
anxious time, the height of the cold war, when 
many people gazed nervously skyward . 

' � lt's not un l ike the Led a and the swan myth, " 
sa1d Terry Matheson, a professor of Engl ish at 
the U niversity of Saskatchewan and the author 
of "Al ien Abd uctions: Creating a Modern 
Phenomenon" (Prometheus, 1 998) . "The al ien 
comes in, probes women in  a d istinctly sexual 
way for purposes that are equal ly inscrutable 
but which may, we're told, make sense dow� 
the road . "  

Mrs.  H i l l  was born Eun ice El izabeth Barrett on 
J une 28, 1 9 1 9, in Newton, N . H . A g raduate of 
the Un iversity of New Hampshire, she was a 
socia l  worker for many years. Besides her 
niece, survivors include three sisters two 
ch i ldren and three grandchi ldren.  Mr. H i l l  d ied in 
1 969. 

The Hi l ls' cu ltural legacy includes fi lms ("Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind"), television 
programs ("Roswel l") and books, l ike those by 
Whitley Strieber and John Mack, that treat al ien 
abduction as a plausible phenomenon .  
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I 'm After The Aliens That Beat Up Bob . . .  
Gareth Edwards 

(The Scotsman Newspaper) 
9th Septem ber 2004. 

l t  was a terrifying close encounter which 
led to the only case in British h istory of an 
al ien sighti ng being the subject of a criminal 
investigation .  

Exactly 25 years later, the case is  sti l l  open 
on forestry worker Bob Taylor's brush with 
mysterious a l ien spheres on Dechmont Law. 

N ow, on the anniversary of the event, U FO 
enthusiasts are set to descend on the site, to 
show that the truth real ly  is out there.  

They have arranged to visit the site today 
to meditate in si lence at the exact time of 
Mr. Taylor's encounter. 

The event has been organ ised by 
paranormal i nvestigator Ron Hal l iday, 
chairman of Scottish Earth Mysteries 
Research, who bel ieves the encou nter to be 
one of the most sign ificant events in the 
history of U FOiogy. 

l t  is certain ly one of the best- documented, 
and to this day defies rational explanation.  

On November 9,  1 979, at around 1 0. 30 
am, M r  Taylor, then a forestry worker 
employed by the Livingston Development 
Corporation, parked his truck at the bottom 
of Dechmont Law. 

He wal ked up the lower slope of the h i l l  
with h is dog, and as he emerged into a 
clearing saw a large, circular, sphere- l ike 
object about 20 feet across. 

Mr  Taylor sa id it appeared to be made from 
a dark metal l ic materia l  with a rough texture 
l ike sandpaper. 

As he approached the object, two spheres, 
each about three feet wide with protruding 
metal spikes l i ke old naval mi nes, d ropped 
from the object. 

The two spheres rol led towards h im and 
despite his dog barking furiously, attached 
themselves to h is trousers. There was an 
acrid smell  that caused h im to choke and he 
felt a sensation of being grabbed by the side 
of the legs and tugged forward . 

The next th ing Mr Taylor remembered was 
waking up with h is head pou nding, a sore 
throat, and a bitter taste in h is mouth . He 
later calcu lated that he had been 

unconscious for at least 20 minutes. " I  was 
completely devastated afterwards, " he 
recal led .  " I  couldn't wal k  and the doctor 
came to look at me. We went back with the 
pol ice and found a l l  these marks where it 
had been . "  

The police found unusual indentations i n  
the g round, ladder-shaped marks where the 
craft was said to have stood, and marks 
fol lowing the path of the mine-l i ke objects. 

They said they were "completely baffled" 
by the incident, which was treated as an 
assault. 

Now 87, Mr  Taylor moved away from the 
area after the event, but on the eve of the 
ann iversary he revealed it was sti l l  in h is 
thoughts. 

"I stand by every word of my account of the 
incident, "  he sa id.  "I told it as it happened 
and it's as clear as yesterday. lt is the most 
amazing thing that ever happened to me. " I  
know what I saw a n d  i t  looked l ike a 
spaceship, a huge flying dome. I 'm not 
surprised there has been so much interest in  
i t  over the years as i t  was such an incredible 
thing to happen."  

Mr  Hal l iday bel ieves going back to the site 
on the ann iversary could yield some clues to 
the nature of the encounter, and has not 
ruled out the possibi l ity of once again  making 
contact. "We want to go back to the site to 
mark this anniversary and perhaps by being 
there we wi l l  be able to make contact again 
with whatever it was Bob Taylor saw, " he 
said.  

" lt  is possible that this was something from 
another dimension wh ich for a short period of 
time appeared in  our world .  That fits with 
what Taylor saw, as he sa id the object 
appeared sol id but at brief moments was 
shimmeri ng and partial ly transparent.  

"Even sceptics bel ieve he is tel l ing the 
truth about what he saw, and no explanation 
has been g iven to what it cou ld have been . "  

Mr  Taylor's encounter took place o n  the 
edge of the area known as the Falkirk 
triangle, one of the most "visited" U FO 
hotspots in  the world .  Around 300 U FOs are 
seen in  Scotland each year, the highest 
concentration of U FO sightings on the 
planet. 
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Sou rce: BBC News UK Ed ition 
6th November 2004. 

U FO Programme 'Pan ic' Gripped Min istry By 
Domin ic Casciani  B BC News Onl ine at the 
Publ ic Record Office 

The truth may be out there but in 1 972 the 
Min istry of Defence was agonising about a 
televised debate on U FOs, fearing it would 
encourage the British publ ic to believe in  l ittle 
men from outer space. 

Documents released at the Publ ic Record 
Office reveal official anxiety as to what wou ld 
happen if the Royal Air Force took part 
in  a BBC programme about un identified flying 
objects. 

On one hand they feared they would fuel U FO 
hysteria - but on the other hand they feared 
conspiracy theorists wou ld have a field day if 
they refused to take part in the show. When an 
official d id g ive an interview to the BBC,  it just 
sparked more controversy - with one letter writer 
requesting to meet the government's expert in 
lang uages from outer space. During the 1 960s 
and early 1 970s, there was a huge growth in 
sightings of apparently unidentifiable flying 
objects, many of them near to RAF bases. 

In 1 97 1 , the B BC's current affairs programme 
Man Al ive decided to investigate sig htings over 
Banbury, Oxfordsh ire ,  and asked the M i nistry of 
Defence for assistance. This was not such a 
straightforward req uest as it would seem. Air 
Commodore Anthony Davis found h imself 
nominated as the min istry's official U FOs 
spokesman - though his col leagues had 
deep concerns as to the whether he shou ld take 
part in  the programme at a l l .  

"We do not know who wi l l  be  in the audience,"  
wrote Air Commodore B rothers. "Mr Davis could 
wel l  be the target for cranks and fanatics and 
others who profess to bel ieve in ' l ittle men from 
outer space' . " " U nless you have any other 
thoug hts on the matter we propose to 
tel l the B BC that we are only prepared for Mr 
D a v i s  t o  t a k e  p a rt i n  a f i l m ed 
interview. "Min isterial  reth ink  David F i lk in ,  the 
programme's producer, u rged the min istry to 
th ink again and he won round the top brass. "On 
balance,  it would be better to do this and face 
up to the possible difficu lties of deal ing with a 
hosti le audience of cranks and fanatics rather 

than the alternative risk of leaving the 
field to the fanatics and giving the 
impression that we are afraid to stand up 
to questions ,"  concluded officials.  Having 
decided to take part,  the min istry was so 
determined to quash U FO rumours,  
officials arranged for RAF Lightning 's and 
one US Air Force Phantom to be fi lmed 
flying in formations that they said were 
the basis for the rumours. "Good colour 
fi lm taken [by the B BC] at dusk should 
show the fire-cones of their jet effluxes in  
re-heat, apparently hovering and then 
moving sharply away, as often descri bed 
in U FO sightings ,"  Air Commodore Davis 
told the ministry. " 

On U FOs, I found both the prod ucer 
and interviewer apparently fu l ly in 
sympathy with the MOD point of view; 
they have probably had their fi l l  of the 
cranky U FOiogists whom they have 
already interviewed at length . "  The man 
from the mi n istry came away satisfied 
that the MOD has quashed the rumours 
for good - not least after his successfu l 
performance during the subseq uent 
studio discussion . 

Do you speak U ranian? Unfortunately,  
that d id not turn out to be the case and 
the letters kept comi ng in to the ministry -
including one from a Mr Creighton of 
Rickmansworth,  Hertfordshire. Like many 
U FO enthusiasts , Mr Creighton thought 
the programme was a seminal moment in 
the battle to prove the existence of 
extraterrestrials.  " lt was not only 
epoch-making for its treatment of the 
subject but that the star performer of the 
evening was a gentleman who, if my 
memory is not at fault,  holds a 
government certificate of proficiency i n  
the more exotic branches of xenoglossy 
and speaks fluent Uranian or Plutonian ,"  
he wrote. Mr Creig hton said he and other 
enthusiasts desperately wanted th is 
official to appear as a guest-speaker at 
U FO clubs around the country. " I  have 
made several unsuccessful attempts to 
locate him - cou ld you be so good as to 
put me in touch with him or i nd icate how 
he may be contacted?" Unfortu nately for 
Mr Creighton,  the men from the ministry 



SUFOG CONTACT 
CORNER .... 

Phenomenon Research Association : 

01332 761464 

Malcolm Robinson(SPI England) : 
0208 998 4936 
0208 997 3496 

Pager : 07654 663 728 
Mobile : 07949 178 835 

E .mail: spi_spi@hotmail .com 
E.mail: malcolm.robinson@fdn.co.uk 

UPRI (Ireland) 
Po Box 7041 

Harmonstown 
Dublin 5 

Southampton UFO Group 

Newsletter Subscription 

Details : 

The newsletter consists of no less 

than 10 double-sided 

A4 pages .. 

THE NEWSLETTER COSTS 

£8.00 PER YEAR 

INCLUDING POSTAGE 

***BY-MONTHLY**** 

SUFOG (PAGE 5) 

denied they had a chap conversant in a l ien 
lang uages. "This department has no knowledge of 
the person you mention, " came the terse reply. " I  can 
only suggest that the staff of the BBC programme 
may be able to assist you . "  

UFOiogy i n  a fi nancial mess ... 

The financial problem facing U FOiogy is a long term 
issue, and my guess is that the problem wi l l  get far 
worse. While popularity in the subject appears to be 
at an a l l  time h igh ,  at least as far as I nternet traffic is 
concerned, this is very diffuse and un-organized. 

The "organ izations" that have been involved in this 
research for decades are seeing their support 
dwindle as the general publ ic goes to I nternet 
sources for information (which is often targeted to 
their particu lar i nterest) . 

lt's a sad fact that many U FO publ ications sel l  
fewer than 500 copies, un less they are picked up by 
a major publ ishing fi rm that can market them 
properly, and often those sales barely reach 1 00 
copies. This barely covers the cost of printing ,  
storage, and d istribution , so it isn't a money maker in 
any real sense. 

There are only a few people that have attempted to 
make a l iving through their interest in U FOs, and it 
has proven to be very l imited. So, if you are thi n king 
of becoming involved in U FOiogy to make a fast buck 
or two, then forget it . . .  There is no such th ing as a 
rich U FOiogist, only a content one . . .  
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D r. Joh n  Mack's KILLER appears i n  cou rt  . .. 

Yesterday, N ovember 1 6th. was the first court 
date for the appearance of the d river involved in 
the fatal accident concerning Dr. Mack. 

No charges were brought yet and the d river 
was not named. The pol ice strong ly prefer that 
he is not named unti l  charges are brought.  H is 
identity is known however and he is bel ieved to 
be a 50 year old C hezch national .  

He was remanded on ba i l  again u nti l  Jan uary 
1 1 th .  pending Crown Prosecution Service (C PS) 
advice.  

The C PS is the body in  the UK responsible for 
bring ing prosecutions. They work hand in hand 
with the police.  I must stress that what fol lows is 
pure speculation . 

G iven it is over 6 weeks since the accident, and 
even in  the UK blood sample testing doesn't take 
that long, then one can only g uess the reasons 
for the delay in bringing charges. 

l t  may be that the ci rcumstances of the 
accident are complicated and req uire further 
legal consideration .  l t  mig ht possi bly be that the 
C PS are trying to go for a Dangerous Driving 
charge which is a more d ifficu lt charge to bring 
and wh ich considers the element of intent. 

I 'm afraid the UK judicia l  process is the same 
as pretty much elsewhere when it comes to 
speed and it is a case of playing a waiting game. 
We' l l  get there.  

KBCI -TV Idaho News : 15th Novem ber 2004 ... 

U FO Expert:  Aliens May Be Prepari ng Us For 
Ultimate Encounter 

By Scott Logan 

U FOs are showing a keen interest in 
our nuclear weapons faci l it ies, says 
investigator Robert Hastings, who has 
spent countless hours analys i n g  
documents deal ing with U FO sighti ngs 
at nuclear missi le launch sites and 
re s e a rc h  l a b s  i n  t h e  U n i te d  
States over the past several decades. 

"You have reference to these objects 
hovering, racing away at bl ind i ng 
speed, " he told I daho 2 News. "There is 
no evidence we have an aircraft that can 
do that or anyone else on earth . "  
Hastings, who has devoted countless 
hours research ing U FOs and the U . S .  
government's reaction to them, was in  
Boise for a lecture and sl ide show 
Monday at Boise State U niversity. 

Hastings bel ieves we are being visited 
by al iens who have mastered a faster 
than l ig ht form of space fl ight. And he 
speculates they have not openly 
revealed themselves to avoid publ ic 
panic. 

"What they're doing is engaging in a 
d e c a d e s  l o n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
preparation process whereby slowly but 
surely people on earth u nderstand this is 
real, they're here, " he said . Hastings 
bel ieves three U FOs with al iens on 
board did crash at Roswel l, New Mexico 
in 1 94 7 and points to a 1 950 memo to 
FBI  Director J Edgar Hoover saying 
three so-cal led flying saucers had been 
recovered "each one occu pied by three 
bodies of human shape but only 3 feet 
tal l  " And he says the spectacular U FO 
sighting earl ier this year off the Yucatan 
Peninsula were the real deal .  But 
Hastings is not a bel iever in  the theory 
a l iens and earthl ings are working 
together at Area 51 , the top secret base 
in the Nevada desert, as some suggest. 

I n  the end, Hastings says what's 
missing - so far - is physical evidence, 
but he says the story is far from over. 
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The Debate of the Orbs goes on . . .  

T h e  Question was : 

-----Original  Message-----
From: Steve Gerrard [mai lto: 
southampton@sufog . freeserve. co.  u k] 
Sent: 05 J u ly 2003 1 2:07 
To:RUSS E L CALLAG HAN 
Cc: STEVE R I D E R  (WK) ; G RAHAM B I R D­
SALL 
S u bject: Conf 2002 Photo's 

Russel 

Steve Rider showed me the photo's you sent 
h im of the Leeds conference 2002 . . .  I th ink you 
should claim £20,000 from a newspaper for the 
attached image. I fou nd it whi lst looking at the 
photo's and I noticed a large number of such 
'Objects' in numerous photographs. As this was 
taken by the use of a d ig ital camera, does th is 
mean that 'ALL'  such images are a product of 
the camera and not by some al ien or ghostly 
presence (There were i n  fact around such 
'globs' just in the 1 picture) . Cou ld you print this 
image along with my comments and a lso that 
any you and Graham may have on these 
'Mysterious G lobes' .  For those people claiming 
al leged 'a l ien/spirits' then on one of the pictures 
where a l l  the speakers were stood on the stage 
together, there are at least 25 g lobes in the pic­
ture.  Therefore, why didn't we see them dancing 
around in front of us up on the stage or why did­
n't the audience see them. I personal ly feel  that 
the a l leged 'g lobes' are only a ppearing on d igital 
pictures (I do not know of any cases where they 
have been captured on 35mm camera's or 
video camera's) that they must be caused by 
the camera flash reflecting off some airborne 
particles. The images are far better i . e . pixel 
wise compared to a camera and I am sure that 
as the flash's are also a lot more powerful, then 
the answer is in the camera and no where else. 

All the best 

Steve Gerrard (SU FOG Chairman) 
The Reply from Russel Cal laghan : 

H i  Steve. 
We have many such examples of 'Orbs' 
captured on d ig ital images. 

Sightings from the past over 
Hampshire. 

LOCATION : ALDERSHOT 

DATE : 9TH SEPTEMBER 1965 

TIME: 20.40HRS 

WITNESS : JEANETTE MARTINDALE 

DOG STOPPED AND WOULD NOT MOVE. 

OBJECT WITH HEADLAMPS AND BRIGHT 

REVOLVING LIGHTS IN THE SKY. 

SOURCE : FSR VOL 16 N0.6 NOV/DEC 1970 

LOCTION : NORTH TOWN, ALDERSHOT 

DATE : 12TH AUGUST 1983 

TIME: 01.15 HRS 

WITNESS:ALFRED BURTOO 

ENCOUNTERED A LANDED UFO ON CANAL 

BANK, TAKEN ONBOARD BUT ALIENS HIM 

'REJECTED' BECAUSE HE WAS TOO OLD. 

SOURCE: FSR VOL 29. NO 2 1983 

LOCATION : ANDOVER 

TIME: 01.00 

WITNESS : UNKOWN 

3 SLOW MOVING WHITE LIGHTS IN 

TRIANGULAR FORMATION. 

SOURCE : ESSEX UFO GROUP DATA BASE 

LOCATION : ANDOVER 

DATE: 25TH NOVEMBER 1993 

TIME: 01.10 

WITNESS : UNKOWN 

3 SLOW MOVING WHITE LIGHTS IN 

TRIANGULAR FORMATION. 

SOURCE : ESSEX UFO GROUP DATA BASE 

ABOVE REPORTS TAKEN FROM THE 

SOUTHAMPTON UFO GROUPS HAMPSHIRE 

UFO DATABASE. .. 
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Personal ly,  I th ink  they are an artefact of the cameras 
infra red focus control .  

I n  most models of Camcorder and d ig ital sti l ls camera 
I nfra red can be seen through the lens. 

Try it at home with a camcorder and a TV remote, you 
wi l l  see the led fl icker through the camera but not with 
the naked eye ( in  most cases) 

I th i n k  the i nfra red measuri ng beam is i l l umi nating 
d ust or some other particle i nvisibly close to the lens' 
the focus is concentrating on a larger more central or 
distant object so the i l l uminated particle is now out of 
focus 'as you compared orbs to the Bonsal l  U FO 
image, an out of focus l ight source, I bel ieve' .  
I thin k  these orbs are j ust that. 

lt is interesting though when faces seem to appear in  
these orbs at  th is time I have no idea what cou ld cause 
such an effect other than pure l uck. 
Regards. 
Russel .  
U FO Magazine U K  is publ ished by: 
Quest Publ ications l nt Ltd 
Val ley Farm Way Stourton Leeds LS 1 0  1 SA Eng land 
Tel 0870 7575836 FAX 0 1 1 3  2709672 . 

So readers what do you thi n k  . . .  Are orbs just caused 
by the camera. I certa i n ly never heard of such a 
phenomena since the Dig ital Camera arrived and I have 
only seen the mystery orbs recorded on D ig ital cameras 
and no 35mm fi lm. Your questions etc would be 
gratefu l ly received . 

SUFOG DIARY- 2005 .. 

Group Meeti ng Dates .. 

1 9th January 2005 

1 6th February 2005 

1 6th March 2005 

20th Apri l 2005 

1 8th May 2005 

1 5th June 2005 

20th J u ly 2005 

August 2005 
(Avebury Trip) 

(date etc to be confirmed) 

1 7th August 2005 

2 1 st September 2005 

1 9th October 2005 

1 6th November 2005 

1 4th December 2005 
(This is our Christmas Party 

meeting) 
(2nd Wednesday of the month 

otherwise it wou ld have been the 
22nd December - A bit too close 

to Christmas) . .  

Please contact the Editor before the 
above dates to confirm that the Sky 

Watch I Meeting are still going 
ahead. This is because Sky Watch's 

are likely to be 
cancelled I changed due to weather 

conditions, and other commitments 
that the editor is not aware of at the 

time of publication of the newsletter.. 
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The UFO Debate on the I nternet.. .  Sou rce: BBC News 2nd December 

Here are some questions posed over the 
I nternet. . What do you thi n k? I am happy to print 
any repl ies, answers or questions? . . .  

l t  has now been over a year si nce G raham 
Birdsa l l  of Quest I nternational 's U FO Magazi ne 
passed away. 

How is UK U FOiogy faring since the closure of 
U FO U K  Magazine? 

Has the debate gone? 

Have U FO sightings become less of a topic for 
d iscussion i n  the U K? 

How major a role did U K  U FO magazine play in  
keeping U K  U FO research in  the pub l ic  mind? 

How high is the readership for the U SA and 
Brazi l ian U FO Magazines? 

Who wi l l  be writing the h istory of U FOiogy? The 
sceptics, or the people who have witnessed 
strange things, bei ngs, craft etc. 

Is the a l ien agenda a mere b lur  from past 
decades, where sl ick design and colourfu l g raph ics 
inspired us to revel in a beautifu l  mystery? 

How many U K  U FO groups are receiving regular 
sight ings and contact reports? 

Is there a 'New U FOiogy'? An underground 
U FOiogy, a mutation caused by he fragmentation 
of mai nstream U FOiogy? 

Who is sti l l  tel l ing people that U FOs are not real, 
yet sti l l  make their wares avai lable in media ci rcles, 
promoting their own form of closet U FOiogy? 

Who now keeps the MoD on their toes in the U K, 
regard ing U FO sightings? 

Isn't strange that those people l ucky enoug h to 
fi lm anything decent in the U K, are put against the 
media faces of mainstream ridicu le, and then qu it? 

What does a psycho log ist know about video tape 
fi lm? Aren't they supposed to be looking at the 
mi nd and its workings? 

2004 

'Al iens Made Me Drive Too Fast' 

Shock from seeing an a l ien ship  was 
one of a whole host of far-fetched 
excuses offered by speeding motorists 
trying to avoid penalty points and 
f i n e s .  B e m u s e d  s t a ff at t h e  
N o r t h u m b r i a  S a f e t y  C a m e r a  
Partnersh ip  say many drivers bel ieve if 
they come up with an elaborate 
excuse they wi l l  be let off. 

They have compi led a top 1 0  of the 
most rid icu lous cla ims from speeding 
drivers incl ud i ng rushing to see dying 
pets. But they also warned thei r  
message i s  serious a n d  that speeding 
claims l ives. 

Staff at the Partnership, responsible 
for fixed speed cameras in  the 
n o rth-east of E ng l a n d ,  reg u l a r ly 
receive letters from drivers hoping to 
avoid the £60 fines and three points 
on their l icence. Manager Ray King 
said : "Some drivers seem to th ink that 
if they tel l a good enough story, then 
they wi l l  get off, which unfortunately 
rarely works. "But if there are genuine 
mitigating reasons, there is always 
the option of putting their case to a 
magistrate. "  

Everything from the wind beh ind the 
car to jets overhead and dyi ng 
hamsters have been b lamed by 
motorists, Mr King said.  

But he added: "This is a l ig ht­
hearted look at excuses for speeding, 
but it is a serious issue - we'd rather 
not be getting any letters at a l l  
because no one is breaking the speed 
l imit and no one is receiving a ticket.". 
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I n  fact I 'm also i ncl udi ng cuttings 
from certain magazines that you' l l  
see why as I go along .  For 
example, a who le PACK from 

FORTEAN TIMES from the last 
three month's issues, courtesy of 
S U FOG loyal member Lorraine 
from Eastleigh . . .  thanks my dear . .  
hopi ng to see you at our Xmas 
Party n ight if you can get 
transport. I chose the page on 
F O R T EA N  T RAV E L .  S t e v e  
Kokker's looks a t  Turkey's U FO 
M useum at Ista nbul  and tal ks to 
it's curator about U FO sightings, 
ext rate rre str i a l  v i s i tors,  a n d  
fundamental ist threats! N o  such 
thing as "chance", Steve says, 
w i t h i n  t h e  g r a n d  p l a n  
extraterrestrials have for us . . .  
AG REED? . . .  The museum founder 
being a Turkish businessman, 
whose plane was approaching 
Newark, New Jersey, i n  1 999, 
when he saw a l uminous object 
hovering less than a mile away. 
Both N u ri Sozkesen and the 
passenger seated next to h im 
could see the d iscoid object 
clearly .  lt wh izzed away i n  
seconds later. The astounded 
Turk, back in Turkey, saw a poster 
for a U FO Conference, attended, 
afterwards walked into a meeting 
or organisers d iscussing where 
they'd fi nd the money for a smal l  
research centre they a l ready had 
as the Conference had cost a l l  
their savings. N u ri Sozkesen 
became their financia l  angel . . 
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hence both the centre and the museum are now proof 
of that! Further Conferences featuri ng John E. Mack and 
Budd Hopkins plus a TV series and a "truck come 
museum" promotion fol lowed, visiting 1 7  Turkish cities, 
plus a U FO Turkish lang uage g lossy X magazine! . 
Enoug h !  I 'm gonna get my FREE passport! 

. �ORTEAN CASEBOOK reviews the Bob Taylor 
mc1dent of November 1 979 j ust outside Livingstone, 
Scotland, Subseq uent cases of lack of bodi ly 
co-ord ination, suggest that some brain processes 
are bei ng disru pted in Bob's situation of bei ng 
approached by weird spi ked bal ls seeming ly from, the 
big ci rcu lar object sat in  front of Bob in  a forest cleari ng.  
The bal ls  "attached" themselves, one each side, to his 
trouser legs. He lost consciousness. On coming too he 
attempted to d rive his 4x4 home but fin ished up in a 
d itch . The object had vanished. H is trousers were torn . 
The event made U FO history. The place is marked out, 
a plaque i nstal led .  Two rather similar cases a 
businessman attacked by a "floating bal l"  that flas

'
hed 

g lowing spikes causi ng him to col lapse unconscious 
whi le using the bushes in  a forest in Staffordshire in 
June 1 99 1 . On recovery, feel ing weak, his clothes gave 
off sparks when he tried to brush d i rt from them. The 
th i rd case involved a retired nurse in Sweden was 
woken up by restless cat and dog pets and saw a blue 
bal l  hovering outside her door. discharging sparks into 
the soi l .  She became paralysed and fel l  unconscious. 
Here h usband came to help and the bal l vanished 
leaving a su lphurous smel l  leaving her with a migraine 
lasting five days. I N  1 987 ! 

FLYIN G SAUCERY from another Fortean Times has 
our old "friends" Andy Roberts and Or David Clarke 
putting their boots i nto the ' latest fads and flaps from 
the world of U FOiogy' Waste of time . .  if only they'd get 
TAKEN !  

CASEBOOK i n  the FORTEAN TIMES shows u s  that 
J E N NY RAN DLES has a new monthly section in  
FORTEAN T I M ES featuring reg ular sighting reports . . .  
are you readi ng th is, Steve? reviews of classical cases 
major U FOiog ical topics and hands on advice for U FO 
investigators. Looking for our suggestions and advice to 
the address below! Where? Maybe a missing adjoin ing 
page . .  we' l l  search ! Jenny relates the 1 954 encou nter 
by Jesie Roesten berg at her farmhouse home at 
Ranton, Staffordshire, involving a sh iny d isc with two 
"men" i n  blue suits, facial ly wh ite, with long blonde hair. 
After gazing at her 'wistful ly, with a compassionate air, 
he craft vanished in a flash of purple mist' . Jessie 
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claims to have seen the figures since, 'out of 
the corn er of her  eye', a n d  they 
communicate with her menta l ly, she adds. 
Great to see Jenny Rand les in pri nt again . . . we 
go back many years of u ps and downs in our 
.l ives. As a B U FO RA committee member, 
Jenny was the first person I ever contacted ref. 
my March 1 960 encounter and then others 
much later . . .  and the first person to show me 
some sympathy by cal l ing me a ' U FO 
repeater' . We also shared, u nknowi ngly, for 
some years, pecul iar treatment in our " official" 
posts in  B U FO RA . .  mine was being in charge 
of media matters . . .  I went on TV and radio and 
in newspapers as B U FO RA's Press Officer, 
back in the early seventies? U nfortunately I 
was an a pparently lone actua l  "experiencer" 
and have to admit I was sympathetic to others 
of that i lk .  I n  a very short space of time I got 
the brushoff. 

O K  . . .  a l l  water under the proverbial  bridge. 
NOW we fin ish with TWO BIG CUTTI NGS, 
both from the Dai ly Express and the S u n day 
Express? The last one features a 
TREME N DOUS two pager. . on S unday the 
28th November . .  with very catch ing headl ines.  
such as; "The truth is out  there, and world 's top 
academics bel ieve that l ife forms from other 
planets do exist. . and they look l i ke us! ! "  
Even B IGGER, i t  says, The 4400; Why experts 
are starting to bel ieve 'al ien kidnap victim's' 
Wel l  . . . .  l ight began to dawn . There's that USA 
fictional "documentary" T H E  4400. There's 
"TH E  FORGOTTEN" in cinemas there AN D 
H ER E !  Channel Four is doing a Sunday 
evening series "Are we Alone?" S KY O N E  are 
runni ng, I th ink, the American 4400. And. 
apparently, typical ly, O N E  DAI LY PAPE R  
coverage of it a l l ! 

SO FAR !  Sti l l, excel lent presentation . . a 
pranci ng al ien mid page, the Barney and Betty 
H i l l  saga, info from the "experts" . . .  ho ho!  Peter 
Ward, a palaeontolog ist from he U n iversity of 
Washington . .  cannot but bel ieve there ARE 
intel l igent species out there . .  but with so many 
planets there M U ST be many of them' What do 
they look l i ke, then? P rof. S imom 
Conway-Morris, a palaeobiolog ist from the 
un iversity of Cambridge, g uesses "they" wi l l  be 
'curiously h uman-l i ke' but' cou ld have four or 
six legs' Peter Ward ch ips in  with 'they haven't 
visited us 'because there's so few of them' and 

' in science fiction, they normal ly look 
repulsive and arthropod l ike, whereas we'd 
be un l ikely to tel l  them from us' Shal l I go 
on? UG H !  Chris French (natural ly) speaks; 
the U n iversity research program he is 
heading wi l l  have a result early next year. 
' Psycholog ica l ,  and possi b ly other 
discipl ines are being tested. Abd uctees 
often report wide range of experiences. 
Psych ic abi l ities to be tested . But the fact 
is, no one rea l ly knows what the true 
explanation is. ' 

The S U N DAY T I M ES concludes by 
asking ! extraterrestrial  experiencers" to 
write in .  Hel l ! I wrote SEVEN PAGES? no 
reaction yet. . . . and M I N E  were only smal l  
excerpts ! LOG ICALLY, I thoug ht, the 
EXPRESS wi l l  fol low all the letters that wi l l  
flow in this last weekend . S i l ly  me ! On 
Saturday the 4th December there indeed 
WAS A two pager in the EXP R ESS!  
DID A NAZI I NVENT U FOS FOR TH E 
C IA? ran the huge headl ine !  I haven't even 
BOT H E R E D  to read it yet ! After THREE 
DAYS of gobbledegook "SPAM" messages 
on my emai ler that's a l l  I need ! 
BYE FOR NOW! 
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U FO Report : Portsdown H il l, Portsmouth... and I wi l l  do unti l such time that I am 

Date : 20th October 2004. unable to find a log ica l  answer to the 
report. 

I was driving on the Portsdown Hi l l  Rd 
(82 1 77), heading west, a l ittle way past Fort 
Purbrook where you have a clear view over the 
Portsmouth, Hayl ing Is land and Langstone 
Harbou r. I noticed the l ight and assumed it 
was a fire work or flare, as it had a simi lar 
l uminosity. When it d idn 't go out, and appeared 
to be coming closer, I thoug ht it to be a 
hel icopter, as is was flying low, and was 
becomi ng very, very bright. Curious, I pul led in  
and started fi lming ( l ucki ly I had my camera in  
the car! ) 

When I am zoomed i n  on the object, it 
appears to d isplay some irregular movement, 
a lthough I can't say that that was not down to 
my shaky hand ! lt a lso seems to have a subtle 
strobe effect to it; one particu lar part of the cl ip  
shows a d istinct very rapid pulsing of  the l ight, 
with the effect that the lens flare the l ight is 
causing creates a fluctuating cross pattern in 
the camera. This is so rapid, you have to slow 
it down to see it properly. Perhaps these 
strobing l ights are characteristic of some kind 
of more conventional  aircraft? 

Also plain ly visibly is the abrupt manner in  
which the l ight seems to go on and 

·
off, with i t  

being obvious that the object is far too low to 
be moving beh i nd a cloud . Once the l ight had 
"gone out" a final  time, I waited for several 
mi nutes before return ing to me car. And by 
then, it had started rai ning anyway!  
Final ly, the focus is good, although the part­
dig ita l zoom causes some distortion when very 
close. And I don't remember noticing the odd 
"looping" effect at the time. This appears a l l  the 
way through the footage ! I wonder if th is cou ld 
be down to motion-blur i n  the camera? 
Any ideas from the sti l ls? And does the South­
ampton sighting you mentioned have any simi­
larities? 

To date (2 1 st November 2004) I am unable 
to explain  this. Possibly the 'ring' is caused by 
camera movement? As for the object, wel l, at 
n ight, it is very d ifficu lt to identify any object 
unless it has flashing l ights consistent with an 
aeroplane or a natural  object such as a planet, 
meteorite etc etc. I am sti l l  investigating this 

Steve Gerrard (SU FOG Chairman) 
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Wel l, didn't th ink  we'd have 
many this time but they kind of 
accumulated so here goes with a 
very interesting bu nch ! !  . . . . . .  open 
your M I N DS !  

ADVANCE D RE SE ARCH 
PROJECTS AGENCY looks at 
the paranormal phenomena, a 
briefing on a net assessment 
study by P. T. Van Dyke and 
M. L . J u ncose, from the fi les of 
Rand, Santa Monica, Cal iforn ia, 
and dated . . . .  wait for it ! . .  January 
1 973 ! . Prepared at the request 
of the Director of the Defence 
Agency, to deal with scientific 
and techn ical the substantial 
d ispa rities between the U . S  
and the USSR.  Samples of 
which i nclude difficu lties in  
obtain ing conclusions of  the 
p a r a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  S o v i e t 
research . The article shows 
u s  t h at t h e  U S S R  a d d s  
t h a t  wt)i c h  c o m e s  u n d e r  
"i l l usory" and even a l lows for 
"the sou l" to be part of the 
p h e n ome n a .  T h u s  " re l i g ion"  
seems to  be part of  the subject 
matter, as does Telepathy, 
Clairvoyance, and pre-cognition . .  
t h e  l a t t e r a f f e c t i n g 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
astronauts . P oss i b le m i l itary 
a p p l i c a t i o n s " t o o . S y stem 
damage and equ i pment control 
comes into it as wel l  . Al l funded 
by the Russian Government. 27 
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pages in  al l !  
UK National Archives i s  a 1 5  pager and i s  equal ly 

interesting . .  it comes up with that hoary old "explanation" 
'weather bal loons' ! However, the report says there are 
cases on record where no common explanation was 
ever found.  The secret history of the British Government 
and the personal ities therei n go back to World War One . .  
as someone said, THE TRUTH is the very first casualty 
of War! On October 8th 1 950 the Sunday Express began 
to serial ise Gerald Heard's The Riddle of the Flying 
Saucers.  The Sunday Dispatch ran Frank Scul ly's 
Behind the flying Saucers and Donald Keyhoe fought 
back with The Flying Saucers are real !  The Ministry of 
Defence Archives in turn includes updated info on the 
Rend lesham happening and the incident itself remai ns 
one of the most convinci ng U FO incidents to date. The 
fi le itself is described as "fat" ! The report on fi le of which 
this is a part copy of contains a massive end 
bibl iography of various UK sources plus pages of the 
U SA Defence sources i nvolved . Also many books. 

UFO MONTHLY .COM is g rowing a l l  the time and 
although Editor and founder Gary Heseltine needs more 
support it looks pretty wel l  set to fi l l  the gap twixt the late 
Graham Birdsal l 's death and the general publ ic . . .  but sti l l, 
needs our su pport !  The October issue is forty pages long 
including the d ramatic covers and contains reports on a 
major new mutilation case from Argentina, the tragic 
case of the airman who d ied from an experiment on h im 
at Porton Down 50 years ago, open i ng up a proverbial 
ongoing can of worms. News is to hand of a new 
monthly chat forum for subscri bers only.  The US Air 
Force is to study a report on psych ic teleportation.  A 
major new series on Sky TV entitled The 4400 has 
begu n  . . .  it's pu l l ing in vast crowds on the TV in the USA. 
Much more now and to come ! At £ 1 . 50 a website copy a 
snip .Website www. ufomonth ly. com or U FO Monthly. 
corn, Su ite 226, 57 Great George Street, Leeds, West 
Yorksh ire, LS 1 3A · 

NEW BUFORA J OURNAL . .  for Autumn 2004 took a 
giant leap forward with Joh n Spencer's AGM 
presentation taking up some 1 5  pages,,, the contents of 
which covered, in positive detai l, THE TRUTH which the 
often much mal igned experiencers and abductees have 
been tel l ing "experts" ever since when ! Replacing John's 
plan ned tal k, BU FORA vice-chairman John . . .  wel l  known 
in the U FO world for many years, covered 
historical reports such as the McMi nnvi l le sighti ng of 
1 950 ( in wh ich two witnesses took photos which were 
never denounced) rig ht up to present day proven side 
effects of "encounters" such a g hosts, Abductees 
"marks", channel l ing, The Near Death experience . .  
natura l ly taking i n  the connected "Life after-death" 
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aspect, mythology, Hybrids, screen 
memories, missing time, summing a l l  that 
and more with his closing comments on The 
Future of U FO research . M uch of which I ,  
l ike thousands of others, can relate to with 
personal experiences. At eighty years old, 
mental ly and physical ly sti l l  "active", I can 
recal l, with NO HYP NOTH E RY, every 
incident since n ine years old . ! Al l of which 
John Spencer has made this N EW 
B U FO RA issue momentous. Than ks !  
Norman Ol iver a lso writes on events past 
and ongoing, sightings, . .  a 1 937 one, too ! . .  
and comments o n  a new Zecharia S itchin  
book, the Earth Chron icles Expedition . 
Having spent a Kent weekend sharing tal ks 
with Norman earl ier this year (du ri ng which 
he drove me from here to there ! )  I learnt of 
his vast knowledge I found his outlook and 
such were akin with mine.  Thus he covers 
'The Scoriton Mystery' in 1 965 in great 
detai l  in the Journal, bri ng ing out much that 
was unknown or d istorted at the time. lt  sti l l  
leaves me with one smal l  question, 
prompted by John S pencer's mention of the 
Near Death Experience and Whitley 
Streiber's eventual ly admission of seeing 
his "dead" father who actual ly  spoke to h im. 
( I  had this same experience in 1 982 with my 
long "dead" wife in a sun l it garden . .  even 
being TUC H E D  by her) The connection 
with the Scoriton Mystery and a l leged 
witness Mr Bryant who claims he saw a 
you ng version of the recently "dead" 
George Adamski in the entrance of a craft . .  
this "apparit ion" also actual ly spoke to 
Bryant. So . . .  The B U FO RA Journal also 
featured cou ple of local Southampton 
sightings by a close and trusted friend of 
mine earl ier this year. No stranger to such . 
Plus strange encou nters on Merseyside 
from the book "A Different Sky" by T ony 
Eccles Final ly, some i nteresti ng comments 
by Journal  Ed itor Steve Gamble. Contact 
with B U FORA can be had at B M  B U FORA, 
London, WC 1 N  3XX 

UFO REVIEW for N OVE M B E R  is a 
massive 89 pages long and a bargain for it's 
contents too at £2. 50 . .  from our Steve by 
request or from a website or d i rect from 
Editor Stuart. . detai ls later. Contents l isted 
are; The Manchester Bang that never was. 
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Body parts, Bad taste, but what the heck. The 
Lost Land of Lyonesse. Review of Probe 
I nternational Conference. Fortean Corner . .  by 
"Miss B .  Osom" the Review's Ed itor has a 
sense of warped humour!  The Science and 
Pol itics of Mars. Linda Moulton How shoots 
dead another C hupra !  Roger Anderton writes 
interestingly on Ei nstein .  The 1 970's ITV 
"al ien" broadcast which was never solved and 
had strange "coincidences" with M E  including 
a multi-witnessed sighting of a huge "triang le" 
carrying out "impossi ble" manoeuvres over 
Southampton the evening before the 
broadcast! Final ly, the Review has Andy 
Roberts g iving h is versions of a previous 
article which drew. . not surprisingly. . strong 
language from readers ! And I keep intending 
to add my views too . . .  based on what a waste 
of valuable space was the Andy Roberts 
article. 

R IG HT! RACI N G  ON . . .  since I DELETED 
TOTA L LY t h e  p revi o u s  MAGAZ I N E  
REVI EWS with a careless push of the wrong 
key! . .  come to : 

RAPPORT, the "Enl ightenment! magazine 
of the late Ken Phi l l ips Witness Support 
Group . . . .  founded in 1 990. . written and 
produced by people who had a "Close 
Encounter" experience" Mark Bel l  writes on 
the Rael ian Movement. . maybe best known 
for it's "'clon ing babies" intentions ! Lots based 
on the Bible's Genesis etc, and the "eloh im" 
etc. The Secret World Order and those 
scientists death in he 1 980's and such . .  
Again, strange "coincidences" with our local 
Admiralty complex atop Portsdown Hi l l  , my 
1 960 sighting there, the Marconi  mystery . .  
and much else I haven't figured out as yet ! A 
dramatic abduction story by Roz Cooper. 
John Mack and Gordon Cooper's passing.  
"Clarity beg ins at Home" . .  a clear one off 
sighting at Dunstable on the 1 3th J une. ( We 
had one H ERE on that day, d idn't we, Steve?) 
Painting the wal ls with ET's. Elsie Oakenson's 
Column . The Oz Factor by Noel from OZ . . .  
mu ltiple abductions, vast "cave", etc. ( l  know 
someone close to me in  the past who sti l l  has 
nightmares about that who was "Taken" WITH 
ME then although my memories were vague 
and not stressful or whatever for reasons I 
can only guess at) The Paul  O'Grady Show 
that Marc Bel l  was asked by our Rapport 
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Editor M i ke Rutter if he'd l ike to do it. . . .  I was 
also asked by someone but refused ! . . .  l ucky 
me, as Marc relates he actual ly went to the 
London ven ue and had a previously long 
chat on the phone but eventual ly decl ined 
to actual ly appear! Be warned. .  hands are 
"tied" by the "authorities" . A "From 
Yesteryea r" a rt i c l e  cov e re d  some 
i n te re st i n g  s i g ht i n g s . . i ncl ud i n g  an 
underwater craft seen near Iceland during 
the week endi ng December 1 992. Moving 
very fast, carrying l ig hts arou nd it, 
seemingly accompanied by a l ig ht in the sky 
above it, it tang led fish ing nets, brought the 
coastguard to the fish ing boats rescue, 
Newspaper report said a big naval exercise 
was taking part in the reg ion, where 
warsh ips detected a huge object and 
assumed it was a secret Russian 
submari ne. l t  d id not reply to messages, nor 
did it surface. (See earl ier item on Russian 
telepathy experiments al leged to being 
carried out on submarines) . My own article 
then fol lowed . The magazine concl uded 
with a startl ing ' i nformation from abductees' 
two pager . . . . .  "The A l i e n  P l a n  for 
H umans" . . . .  i l l ustrated by rather primitive 
drawi ngs and featuring one to one i n  
you r  face d iscussion b y  al iens. Al l o n e  can 
say. . u nless you know differently ! . .  that 
we're for big trouble if we don't pul l  our  
col lective and ind ividual socks up, But  then, 
we've been TOLD that for years, by "others" 
and our own commonsense ! Let me finish 
with the final  l i ne in  the article; 'Al l  they are 
i nterested i n, that no matter what happens 
at a l l, that they control ' .  

OVNI for N ovember\December . . .  Back 
page Tale Enders and sighti ng reports 
include an Andover Hants lady driver 
seeing a h uge 'soap bubble' between cloud 
layers at approx 1 000 ft about 3 . 45 pm on 
the 26th Sept. 04 . Had two 'black dots' 
north and south on it's ci rcumference. The 
'bubble' turned sl ightly and vanished, 
leaving the two black dots flying towards 
Andover. A Canad ian report has two 
triangu lar objects seen for 55 minutes at 
Ontario on 1 975. U FO over Shelton Lock, 
Derby. 23rd Sept 2002.A ' large fu l l  moon' 
turned out to be a bright white circu lar l ight, 
which after two minutes began to 'shri nk" i n  
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size and was soon the same size as the stars 
in the sky. lt then 'spira l led '  in larger and 
larger ci rcles. The lady witness ran i nside to 
get her boyfriend but it had subsequently 
vanished . We've at SU FOG have had several 
such reports of simi lar incidents. I NS I D E  
OVN I several pages are devoted to the tragic 
death of John E. Mack in  London and the 
demise of astronaut Gordon Cooper, both of 
which brought U FO's and abductions to 
exposure in lead i ng U K  papers. 

T h ose M e x i ca n  U F O ' s  ove r t h e  
Popocatepetl volcano are shown in  photos 
taken in 2002. in an OVN I article by D R .  Oren 
Sweari ngen. Raymond Fowler has been sent 
dozens of such photos by Or . Swearingen 
showi ng the "dai ly" appearances of the 
i ncred ible behaviour of these objects, some 
showi ng 'perfect' formations being "formed" i n  
triangular patterns etc. Repeated the fol lowing 
day in  the EXACT same position in  the sky!  
Those "contrai ls" in  Ontario, Canada, seen i n  
OVN I photos. Dead racoons were fou nd after 
last years "spraying" Samples being sent off 
for testing . A respiratory type 'flu is also seen 
after "spraying from large white J umbo jets. ,  
that have dark red o r  black nose and tai I 
Sinister? Margaret Helen Fry's latest book, 
"Who are they?" out now. about her personal 
i nvolvement in  abduction cases and her long 
history of such . Obtainable from her address; 
Post Box No 1 97.  Rhyl .  LL 1 8  1 AA North 
Wales, Cost. . . . l 've ordered one for my 
Christmas prezzie ! . . . .  £ 1 4  plus £2 postage. £ 1  
of the price goes to Cancer Research . 
Margaret has rejoined SU FOG after being 
abroad for some time. 

The Great S U FOG Video Sale . .  

Throughout 2005, I wi l l  be p lacing adverts for 
video sales as I have decided to sel l  some of 

my 550 U FO video's dating back to the 
1 950's. Some of the proceeds wi l l  go back 

into the SU FOG pot. I may wel l  also sel l  
some of my 450 aud io tapes that I have also 

col lected dati ng back to the early 1 950's. 

SU PORT S U FOG in 2005 ! ! ! ! 
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CELLULAR MEMORY. 
( Part 1 )  

[The transfer of characteristics an d 
behaviours from the don or to the recipien t 

via the cells of the t ransplan ted organ] 

(An Article by Malcolm Robinson Stra nge 
Phenomena I nvestigations. (November 2004) 

I watched a real ly interesting programme on 
Discovery U K  Health recently, ( November 2004) 
one of those satel l ite programmes that one 
fl icks through when trying to look for something 
e l s e .  T h e  p ro g ramme wa s e n t i t l ed ,  
Transplanting Memories'. I ' l l  tel l you what, this 
was a cracker of a programme. lt  was a l l  about 
people who have transplants, be it a heart, l iver, 
or something else. Then after a short period of 
time, those people suddenly crave for 
something, be it a blackberry pie, bitter almonds 
or indeed want to take up a sport l i ke basebal l  
or basketbal l .  Al l these things that they have 
never been interested in before!  Now I've heard 
of this phenomenon before but never actua l ly 
sat down and watched what turned out to be a 
cracker of a programme. The programme 
featured a n umber of top medica l authorities, 
and people who have experienced the 
phenomenon known as 'cel lu lar memory' .  

So, dear reader, can memory 'survive' in  
people's bodi ly organs, and,  when transplanted 
into someone 'new', somehow g ive those 
memories over to the 'new' recipient. ? lt's a 
fascinating concept and someth ing to this writer 
that g ives rise to many an i nq u isitive thought. 
One woman on this TV show who received an 
organ transplant had a strange dream in  which 
appeared a you ng man who spoke to her and 
related certain things which later checked, 
proved to be true ! N ot only that, the final words 
spoken by this you ng man in her dream, were 
the actual words etched on his tombstone, 
something that she cou ld never have known 
unti l  she final ly traced the donor's fami ly who 
confi rmed all that she sai d .  Another lady, who 
had had a transplant, suddenly had a passion 
for karate, something that was certa in ly not in 
her agenda before.  Don't get me wrong, people 
can go throug h  l ife not being interested in karate 
and then for one reason or another, they may 
wish to take it up, whether they have had a 

transplant or not. 
I've always held the bel ief that 'some' 

a l leged past l ife regression where people 
claim (for instance) to be a 1 ih century 
sea-farer under hypnosis, may not 
necessari ly be what they th ink is them as 
that sea farer in  a past l ife, it cou ld just be 
a 'genetic memory' of one of their 
ancestors, a memory of a great great 
grandfather for i nstance.  Some genetic 
disorders can be passed from generation 
to generation, so the concept of 'cel l ular 
memory' may not be that strange. DNA is 
basical ly the human tree of l ife and every 
human being stores the ancestral D NA 
history with in  them of their father and 
forefathers. 

Those U FO abductions that surface 
under hypnosis may not necessari ly be 
real either, they could be the result of 
what's known as cryptomnesia, where the 
mi nd has forced a memory back to the 
deepest recesses of the mi nd, be it from 
something that was read in  a book, 
magazi ne, or seen on a television 
programme. A good 'For I nstance' was 
the case during the 1 960s where a 
Finnish psychiatrist Reima Kampman, 
re l ated the story where several 
schoolg irls seemed to recal l  past-l ife 
experiences, but under hypnosis it was 
ascertained that they had remembered 
readi ng of the incidences in books as 
ch i ldren.  Cryptomnesia is the retention of 
unconscious memory of information 
learned through normal chan nels.  
I nformation that was previously learned 
and is consciously forgotten may be 
i n d e f i n i t e l y  s t o r e d w i t h i n  t h e  
subconscious. If it were not for 
cryptomnesia the human mind would 
a lways be cluttered or overloaded with 
basic random information . 

The conscious mind doesn't a lways 
recal l  a l l  dai ly information and the 
individual wi l l  swear that 'in no way' is 
the i r  cla imed U FO a bd uction or 
encou nter, something that they have read 
in a book. They'l l  tell you it's real .  
However, as I say, the 'subconscious' 
mind stores a l l  and they may have 
forgotten that that U FO book they forgot 



SUFOG (PAGE 1 7) 

readi ng 1 5  years ago, comes i nto play under 
hypnosis as a scenario story that they bel ieve 
happened to them. So when under a good 
hypnothera pist who may be looking for answers, 
the subconscious memory starts working l ike 
some state of the art computer processor, a 
Google Search Eng ine, if you l ike, where it wi l l  
try and find the answer, o r  a s  i n  o u r  Google 
'mind' search analogy, come up with some 
matches which at least come close to, or relate 
to the issue in hand. The human brain is a 
fascinating organ.  Some say we know so l ittle  
about it and that we basica l ly only ever use 
around 1 0°/o of it at any time. I bel ieve that 
psychics and Eastern mystics/Yogis, can 
somehow tap into or open u p, the store room of 
the mind where they somehow have a magic 
key to enter rooms and corridors of the mind 
that are kept locked to most of us. 

Certain people view the subject of 'cel l u lar 
memory' in  d ifferent ways depending I guess to 
the way that they themselves 'view l ife'. Take for 
instance the spiritual  med i um James Van 
Praagh whose reg ular appearances on U . S .  
television draw large aud iences. H e  speculates 
that cel lu lar memory is down to the presence of 
the donor's spirit that has not yet moved on to 
it's next home, more so in those cases where 
the donated heart is coming from a young 
person .  H e  mai ntains that the young person's 
spirit may feel that it has not properly conducted 
l ived out it's proper time on Earth, and as such, 
wi l l  l i nger in  the physical donated organ in a 
new host body. Mmmm. N ot so sure if I go 
along with that. 

Noted psych iatrist and phi losopher Wi l l iam 
James once nobly stated, and I quote; 

{/If you wish to disprove the laws that all crows 
are black, it is enough if you prove one single 

crow to be white". 

So are these reported instances of cel lu la r  
memory 'med ical white crows'? 

The more I thought about writing this article on 
the subject of cel l u lar memory the more I 
wanted to learn as much as I could about it. 
Marlene my partner k indly fou nd me numerous 
wel l-written med ical articles on the I nternet to do 
with this subject. I e-mai led U n iversity of 
Arizona scientist Gary Schwartz (who appeared 

on this TV show) and Gary personal ly 
submitted to me his paper on the subject 
co written by Pau l Person Ph D and Linda 
G . S .  Russek PhD Now I don't actual ly 
refer to this paper here in  this article as I 
had researched and looked at other 
papers prior to receiving Gary's but it's 
fai r  to say that much of what Gary 
Schwartz relates in his paper my partner 
had a lready found .  Not that I am taking 
anyth ing away from Gary's paper, qu ite 
the reverse in fact. Gary's paper is 
enormously educational and ful l  of other 
cel lu lar memory case studies. My 
research society, Strange Phenomena 
Investigations, (SPI )  aim to place this 
paper on our web site and readers can 
view it at www. spiuk . net Anyway, I'm 
going to go i nto reference mode here and 
refer to some of these medica l  articles 
that Marlene found on the internet. In this 
way it g ives you the reader the 
opportun ity to grasp the severity and 
scope of cel lu lar memory. But moreover, 
it makes for interesting read ing.  

Physical therapist assistant Lesl ie A.  
Takeuchi, BA, PTA from Orinda Cal iforn ia 
related in  her report about her stud ies 
with people with chronic pain and the 
relationsh i p  of mind, matter, body and 
emotions. She stud ied the possibi l ity of 
'emotions' or 'memories' somehow being 
stored i n  the very tissue of human beings 
and she states, {Ifs it possible that our 
memories reside deep inside our bodily 
cells in addition to our minds" Wel l  Lesl ie 
is clearly not a lone when it comes to 
thinking along those l ines. Candace Pert 
a professor at Georgetown U n iversity in  
America who is the author of 'Molecules 
of Emotion, Why You Feel The Way You 
Feel', d iscovered what she cal led 
'neuropeptides (or peptides for short) . 
These chemicals can be found in  a l l  the 
tissues, muscles, and major organs of the 
body. Candace firmly bel ieves that the 
mind is not just in the brain that it exists 
a l l  throughout our body. The hard drive of 
our bra in, wh ich stores memory, may 
therefore not be alone as hard drives go. 

Not a l l  medical  practitioners share 
Lesl ie and Candace's presumptions. Jeff 
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Punch a transplant surgeon from the 
Un iversity of M ich igan states, and I quote, 

ttA transplant is a profound experience and 
the human mind is very suggestible. 

Medically speaking, there is no evidence 
that these reports are anything more than 

fantasy" 

Jeff goes on to state that organs are not 
capable of transferring memory to a 
person's mi nd and that if the phenomenon 
of transferred memories exists, then it's got 
to be 'supernatura l'? Mmmm, are we 
substituting one mystery with another one 
here ? Wel l  this writer certainly would th ink 
that Jeff is .  But  to be honest Jeff does 
state somethi ng, wh ich I guess the reader 
has to take into consideration whi lst 
contemplating this article, and that is, these 
memories, or in

-
deed the desire to do 

someth ing total ly  out of character and 
'brand new' may have nothing whatsoever 
to do with cel lu lar memory, but to do with 
the med ication that recipients of donated 
organs take. This may make them feel 
weak, weird, or as Jeff points out in his 
article, taking the drug predn istone wi l l  
make them h ungry. But the bottom l i ne as 
far as Jeff is concerned is that, the subject 
of cel lu lar  memory may be noth ing more 
than pure coi ncidence? Yes, it may wel l  be 
Jeff, but clearly there is sti l l  a heck of a lot 
of unanswered q uestions. 

When we look at these cases of cel lu lar 
memory (and I ' l l  come to those in a 
moment) Admitted ly 'some' if not 'al l', of 
these cases, more so the ones with the 
sudden desire to take up a sport or other 
type of leisurely pursu it, could be down to 
what Jeff states as, just someone watch ing 
a TV programme wh i lst they are recovering 
from their transplant. This programme may 
for instance be about rol ler-blad ing .  The 
patient thinks that, 'hey this is fun' but puts 
it to the back of their mi nd as someth ing 
that they don't thi n k  they would ever do.  
However further down the l i ne, they may be 
out shopping, spot a pair  of rol ler blades 
and peruse the sport. If it was uncovered 
that the new organ that was 'fitted' into their 
body belonged to a you ng chap who was a 
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keen rol ler blader, then hey the con nection is 
made, must be cel lu lar  memory, but as Jeff 
states, no it's not, it's pure logica l  
coincidence. 

When writing an article of this nature, one 
has to provide two sides of the argument, 
hence the comments above, which to this 
commentator is indeed fair. OK, let's have a 
look at some of these so ca l led cel lu lar 
memory cases. What do you make of the 
fol lowing? 

CASE STUDY 1 

There was a case in which an 1 8-year-old boy 
who amongst other things, wrote poetry, 
played music and wrote songs. Sadly he was 
ki l led in a car accident. A year later, his 
mother and father came across an audiotape 
of a song he had written entitled " Danny, My 
Heart Is Yours". Apparently this song was 
about the way he felt at that time and he 
bel ieved that he was about to die and that he 
was giving his 'heart' to someone. Now, the 
donor recipient of this young boy's heart was 
an 1 8-year-old girl cal led Danie l le.  The story 
goes that Dan iel le met up with the deceased 
boy's parents and the parents played them a 
song on audiotape that their son had written .  
Now Dan ie l le had never met the parents, 
never met their son never heard h is music, 
but was able to there and then complete the 
phrases of h is songs ! ! ! !  

CASE STUDY 2 

A seven-month-old baby boy received a heart 
from a 1 6-month-old boy who had drowned . 
The donor chi ld had a mild form of cerebra l 
palsy mostly down its left hand side. Now the 
recipient ch i ld did not display any systems 
whatsoever of cerebral palsy prior to the 
transplant, and, you've guessed it, once the 
transplant was completed the recipient ch i ld 
developed the very same stiffness and 
shaking on it's left hand side. 

How about this one ? 

CASE STUDY 3. 

A 47-year-old white male received the heart of 



.. 

SUFOG (PAGE 1 9) 

a 1 7  -year-old African-American male. Shortly 
after the transplant the recipient was 
aston ished by his newly fou nd love of 
classica l  music. And agai n  you know what's 
coming,  the recipient of the heart found out 
that h is donor absol utely loved classical  
music and p layed the viol in .  I ndeed, the 
donor had d ied in a drive by shooting 
clutch ing h is viol i n  case to his chest. 

lt get's stranger ? 
( Part 2 in  Jan/Feb 2005 Sufog Magazi ne) 

The New Haven Advocate - Con n ecticut 
25th November 2004. 

Al ien Abd uction s an d Coffee E nemas 
Or. the problem with being open -min ded 

by M . D and Steven Novel la 

I l istened patiently as the U FO enthusiast 
explained how h umans were transplanted to 
the earth from another world by our  a l ien 
forebears. "Then how do you expla in the fact 
that h umans share 98o/o of our D NA with 
ch impanzees, and a genetic code wi l l  a l l  l ife 
on earth?" I asked . 

"Wel l ,  I th ink you have to keep an open 
mind , "  was her starry-eyed response. People 
who bel ieve odd things - that coffee enemas 
can cure cancer, that the Loch Ness Monster 
exists, that art on the dol lar b i l l  can explain 
secret conspiracies - are a lways tel l ing us to 
"keep an open mind . "  

To that, I reply: "Keep an open mind , sure ­
but not so open that your brains fal l  out. " I n  
the endless sparring between sceptics and 
bel ievers,  the "keep an open mind" rejoinder 
is the favourite weapon in  the bel ievers' 
arsena l .  lt  is their a l l-purpose tool .  B ut what 
does it real ly mean to be open-minded , and 
is it the sceptics or the bel ievers who are 
tru ly closed-minded? 

Having an open mind is a curious virtue: 
Everyone agrees that open-mindedness is 
indeed a virtuous state , but it's most often 
praised by those being decidedly closed­
minded . Also, the most open-minded people 
are those whom you would least suspect as 
paragons of this particular virtue, sceptics. 

And those most lacking open-mindedness 
are those most l ikely to admonish others for 
not bei ng so - true bel ievers. 

Let me explain .  
Having an open mind means you don't 
dismiss cla ims to truth out of hand . You 
analyse first. When you analyse a claim, you 
consider a l l  the relevant evidence and 
examine all the logic involved , in a fair  and 
unbiased manner, then grant tentative 
acceptance or rejection . If new arguments or 
new evidence come up,  then you revise your 
opin ion.  Being open means that you apply 
this standard fa irly to a l l  claims. Being 
open-minded does not mean bel ieving every 
claim, no matter how improbable-that's being 
gu l l ible ,  not open . This process of fair 
analysis,  based upon log ic and evidence,  
lead ing to tentative concl usions, which are 
open to revision,  is part of science. lt is a lso 
the very soul of true open-mindedness. 

By contrast, true bel ievers adhere to a 
desired cla im regardless of evidence or log ic. 
No arg ument is persuasive enough ,  and no 
evidence (or lack thereof) is compel l ing 
enough to nudge them from the perch of 
their bel ief. They are closed to the possibi l ity 
that B igfoot might be a delusion ,  that 
crop-circles are pranks,  that coffee enemas 
don't cure cancer - that their cherished bel ief 
might be wrong.  Yet it is such bel ievers who 
most frequently claim the moral high ground 
of open-mi nded ness,  then condemn 
unbel ievers for being closed-minded . They 
wish others to accept their cla ims either 
without exami ning the logic and evidence, or 
despite refutation from such examination .  

The "open-mi nded" pol ice often use the 
label  of "closed-minded" as a personal attack 
to d ismiss the arguments of those who dare 
to examine their claims. You do not bel ieve I 
was abducted by al iens, they argue, because 
you are closed-minded. (Could it be because 
they lack credibi l ity or any evidence to back 
up the claim? Or because the claim is 
inherently rid iculous?) To them, being 
abducted by al iens is an article of faith , much 
as rel ig ious bel ievers take certain bel iefs on 
faith . 

That's fine. People are entitled to their 
faith . lt 's an important freedom, guaranteed 
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in the Constitution. But personal faith cannot 
be used to justify a scientific claim about the 
factual state of nature.  Scientific cla ims must 
be publ ic, open, and transparent - they 
cannot be based upon secret knowledge, 
special  talents, or unquestioned virtues. If 
you think al iens have visited the planet, you 
must be prepared to offer evidence, not just 
accuse other people of being closed-mi nded 
for not believing you . 

Science is a lso a cumu lative process. At 
this point in history we happen to be sitt ing 
on centuries of painstaking ly accumu lated 
scientific knowledge. lt wou ld be both hubris 
and fol ly  to ignore a l l  that has gone before. 
So whi le  keeping an open mind to new ideas 
and claims, it is to our advantage to view 
such claims through the fi lter of establ ished 
knowledge. Bel ievers would have us view 
new claims i n  an intel lectual vacuum, as if a l l  
claims were inherently equal .  

So let me turn the tables and h umbly ask 
you, dear reader, to be tru ly open-mi nded . 
Adhere to the advice of T. H . H uxley, who 
wrote, "A wise man apportions h is bel ief to 
the evidence."  Keep your brains tucked 
safely inside your skul ls.  Be open but not 
gu l l ib le.  And remember, it is better to think 
than to bel ieve. 
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Cosmic Pulse or a strange cloud? . . .  

The picture below was sent to me by a 
col leag ue at work asking if th is was a picture 
of a pu lse engi ne.  The picture was taken 
over Southampton in September and he 
says that at no time did he see an airplane or 
anything leaving the tra i l  behind it. I must 
admit I am a bit mystified myself at the cause 
of this image. Is it just an airplane trai l  
breaking up? But, it does look as if  what had 
left the trai l  had some kind of 'Pu lse' to the 
engi ne. A have asked a friend who is a pi lot 
and he is also mystified at the cause of the 
mystery tra i l .  

If  there is  such a thing as a 'Pulse' engine, 
then they have to test fly it somewhere I 
suppose. But, why do it over a heavi ly 
populated area. Why not over the Atlantic or 
the North Sea. Hampshire seems bit of a 
publ ic area to test fly a secret ai rcraft, or is 
it? Who actually looks up at the sky when 
they are out walking along the street? 
U FOiogists do, but who else? So, if there is 
such a thing as a 'Pu lse' eng ine, then maybe 
it has been captured on camera flying over 
Southampton in good old Hampshire . . .  

If you ever take a picture of something you 
cannot explain, then please forward it onto 
me and maybe SU FOG readers can help 
identify the image . . .  
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UFO Reports over Southampton and 
Portsmouth : October 2004 . .  

M o n d a y  t h e  1 8t h  O ct o b e r  saw 
Southam pton U FO Group member Lorraine 
walking up Eastleigh Market Street around 
2 . 30 p.m. with her mother. Her attention was 
caught by an un usual object proceedi ng 
quite low down across the clear blue sky. 
S ince Southampton a irport is right on the 
edge of Eastleig h she is used to planes 
com ing in low and noisy, this object, which 
she could only describe as "tubu lar" ,  was 
certain ly no plane that she recognised . lt 
van ished behind shops and she waited for it 
to re-appear. I d idn't !  S ize at arms length 
between an Sp and 20p.  U n identified ! 

Tuesday the 1 9th October a very unusual 
object was reported over Southampton by no 
less than six people . .  report by S U FOG 
mem ber J u l ian Carson who suppl ied the 
report and i nteresting drawing of the object 
which came from Southampton Docks and 
passed over Merryoak and Bitterne very low 
and at a low speed . N o  sound,  and was 
described by one witness as l ike a "Ferris 
Wheel ! "  revolvi ng slowly, and having 
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years . . . .  t ime 8 . 30 p. m . ,  the witness was 
d riving over the h i l l  heading West, and had a 
clear view over Portsmouth , Hayl ing Island , 
Langstone Harbour, etc. Noticed a l ight,  or 
flare, assu med it was a firework. lt  was 
com ing closer and d idn 't go out, and 
thoug hts of a local helicopter van ished as 
the l ight became m uch brighter . .  witness had 
pul led in  by then and was now fi l m ing ! The 
l ight appeared to go on and off very abruptly 
and fi nal ly went out a ltogether. Witness 
returned to h is car and drove off. I have a 
photo of the object which shows a strange 
looping effect which witness suggests might 
have been due to camera motion blur? 
S U FOG has seen a further sig hti ng and 
photograph of what looks l ike one of those 
"chem tra i ls" .  We are awaiting a copy (See 
page 20 of newsletter) . Witness stated "trai l"  
appeared but with no sight or sound of 
a ircraft. lt stayed intact, cut off at each end , 
for quite some ti me. Al l this over and around 
the Southam pton-Portsmouth area . . .  

Southampton Even i ng Echo : 
1 0th Decem ber 2004 

s e v e r a l h o l e s m-.---� .. -. ........ -. .... � ............ _. ........ � 
a r o u n d i t ' s  
peri m eter where 
the sky showed 
thro ug h . . .  these 
were rotating faster 
than the rest of 
t h e  obj ect . 2 
photographs were 
t a k e n . . . .  n o t 
d e v e l o p e d  
a l t h o u g h w e  
expect to have 
them at our 1 5th 
D e c e m b e r  
S U FOG meeting .  
T ime 8 . 30 p. m .  
D u r a t i o n  1 5  
minutes. 

Tuesday 2 0 t h  
O c t o b e r  o v e r  
P o rtsdown H i l l ,  
P o r t s m o u t h  . . .  a 
k n o w n  U F O 
hotspot for many 
�--------------------------------------------------� 
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The National Arch ives - UK 
5th Novem ber 2004 

Research notes have been com pi led by staff 
in The National Archives and other government 
departments in  the cou rse of their work to assist 
staff and researchers. They have been created 
from a wide variety of sources and are related to 
specific q ueries. Research notes should not be 
considered com prehensive and it is l i kely that 
further i nformation can be found by u ndertaking 
bib l iog raphic research and searching the 
Catalogue (www. cata logue. n at ionalarch ives . 
gov. u k) .  
U n i d e ntifi e d  F lyi ng O bjects CU F Os) 
I ntrod uction - What is a U FO? 

S ince man first started looking u p  i nto the 
skies he saw things he could n't expla i n .  For the 
last 50 years or so these thi ngs have taken on 
the label 'UFOs. '  Origi na l ly  an abbreviation for 
the U S  Air Force term 'Un identified F lying 
Object' , it has become a synonym to most 
people for 'Al ien Spaceshi p . '  For the Air Force, 
thoug h ,  it is si mply a term to refer to something 
i n  the skies that the observer can see but not 
recogn ise. Usual ly  the explanation is less 
extraordi nary than a flying saucer manned by 
visitors from other worlds. Often a weather 
bal loon or natural  phenomenon is the cause. 
However, there are cases on record where no 
good com mon explanation was ever found.  
U K  H istory of U FOs 

Elements of the secret history of the British 
Government's early i nvolvement in the U FO 
issue, g iving an ins ight i nto the pol itics and 
personal ities responsible for shaping official 
pol icy, can be found by studying the range of 
docu ments now avai lable at The N ational 
Archives. The bulk of recorded history of U FO's 
in the UK occurs in the post-war period ,  but to 
understand what happened and why, it is usefu l 
to go back a l ittle further. A mysterious wave of 
a irshi p  sightings that took place over America i n  
1 896 a n d  1 897 ? t h e  first such sightings 
recorded ? were m irrored by a series of 
sightings that took place i n  Brita in ,  starting in  
1 909.  These so-cal led 'scaresh ip? sightings 
occurred between 1 909 and 1 9 1 2 . With tension 
between Brita in  and Germany particu larly h igh 
at the t ime,  the publ ic perception was that 
these were sig htings of German airships 
carrying out reconnaissance missions. These 

sightings mark the beginn ing of officia l 
interest in u nexplained aeria l phenomena. 

These sightings contin ued throug hout 
1 9 1 3  and one conseq uence of this was 
the strengthening of the Aerial  Navigation 
Act of 1 9 1 1 .  A B i l l  was du ly passed which 
set up prohi bited areas. If these were 
violated or if an airsh i p  fai led to respond 
to signals from the ground,  it could then 
be shot down and to enable this to be 
carried out, the War Office stepped u p  
efforts to produce a g u n  capable of 
bring ing down an a irsh ip .  The War Office 
continued to investigate the 1 9 1 3  
sightings, but drew a blank. 

Despite widespread publ ic scepticism , 
the Government continued to take the 
view that all s ighti ngs should be 
investigated. If there is evidence that your 
a irspace is being penetrated by aeria l 
craft one does not ignore the data . 
Whatever one's personal bel iefs, anyone 
withi n  government and the m i l itary cannot 
ignore evidence of this nature and must 
assu me that they are hosti le. This 
phi losophy underpins British official 
i nterest in  U FOs, and in  a sense the War 
Office response to the 'scareship? 
mystery set the template for future official  
investigations into U FOs. 

Most U FO researchers are fam il iar with 
the 'Foo Fighter' mystery, which involved 
strange bal ls of l ight and smal l ,  metal l ic 
objects seen by both Al l ied and Axis 
pi lots during the Second World War. Fi le 
AI R 1 4/2800 at the National Archives 
contains one of the few surviving officia l 
British reports of these objects, deta i l ing 
how aircrew from Bomber Com mand's 
1 1 5 Squadron saw some of these strange 
objects on bombing ra ids in  December 
1 943.  

The year that U FOiogy first real ly h it the 
headl ines in  the UK was 1 950.  Prior to 
that there had , of course, been coverage, 
but this largely concerned US sightings 
and the reporti ng was often dismissive. 
But on 8 October 1 950 two major 
newspapers started a series of articles on 
the subject. The Sunday Express began 
to serial ise Gerald Heard's book The 
Riddle of the Flying Saucers and the rival 
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Sunday Dispatch , a London paper, ran extracts 
from Frank Scu l ly's Behind the F lying Saucers 
and Donald Keyhoe's The Flying Saucers are 
Real .  
Med ia and Establ is hment scuti ny 

But it was not j ust the media who were 
cla mouring for answers and pressing the 
Government for action .  Some very sen ior 
Estab l ishment fig u res ? i ncl u d i ng Earl 
Mountbatten ,  Com mander-i n-Ch ief of Fighter 
Com mand,  Air Ch ief Marshal Sir  Hug h  
Dowd ing,  a n d  S ir  Peter Horsley, Deputy 
Commander-i n-Ch ief at HQ Strike Com mand ? 
felt that someth ing should be done and lobbied 
on the subj ect. An Establ ish ment fig u re whose 
i nterest in U FOs is less wel l  known is Sir  Henry 
lizard .  

Best known for h i s  pioneering work o n  the 
development of radar technology prior to the 
Second World War and his various wartime 
posts i ncluded Scientific Adviser to the Air Staff, 
lizard had fol lowed the official  debate about 
ghost rockets with i nterest and was i ntrigued by 
the i ncreasing media  coverage of U FO sightings 
in the U K, America and other parts of the world.  
Using his authority as Ch ief Scientific Adviser at 
the MOD he decided that the subject should not 
be dismissed without some proper, officia l  
investigation .  Accord ingly,  he agreed that a 
smal l  D i rectorate of Scientific I ntel l igence/Joi nt 
Technical I ntel l igence Com mittee (DSIIJTIC) 
working party shou ld be set up to investigate the 
phenomenon . This was dubbed the Flying 
Saucer Working Party. 
The Flying Saucer Work i ng Party 

The F lying Saucer Working Party was set up 
in  October 1 950 ,  but  operated u nder such 
secrecy that its existence was known to very 
few. Nevertheless, there were two clues that 
such a study had been carried out. One of these 
clues was obvious, but the other was more 
obscure.  The first clue was in the Secretary of 
State for Air's response to Prime M i nister 
Winston Church i l l 's famous 28 J u ly 1 952 memo 
i n  which he enq u ired 'What does al l  this stuff 
about flying saucers a mount to? What can it 
mean? What is the truth? Let me have a report 
at your convenience' . The response, dated 9 
August 1 952, began 'The various reports about 
un identified flyi ng objects, described by the 
Press as 'fly ing saucers' ,  were the subject of a 
ful l  I ntel l igence study i n  1 95 1  ' .  

The second clue was in  a minute dated 
29 May 1 959,  written by an officia l in S6 
(a now defunct MOD d ivision whose 
responsib i l it ies for researchi ng and 
i nvestigating U FOs were latterly taken on 
by DS8, Sec(AS) and now DAS).  This 
minute contained a sentence which 
read ?The subject was reviewed by the J .  
I . C .  some years ago and their  views 
agree with a more extensive review 
carried out by the Americans?. This 
minute can be fou nd at the National 
Archives i n  fi le D E F E  3 1 /1 1 8 . 

T h e re was some con s i d e ra b l e  
discussion and debate about the terms of 
reference of the Flying Saucer Working 
Party. The final version read as fol lows: 

1 .  To review the avai lable evidence in  
reports of 'F lying Saucers' .  
2 .  To exam ine from now on the evidence 
on which reports of British orig in of 
phenomena attributed to 'F lying Saucers' 
are based . 
3 .  To report to DSIIJTIC as necessary. 
4. To keep in touch with American 
occurrences and evaluation of such . 

The five-man working party was headed 
by one of the MOD's scientific inte l l igence 
branches, and a l l  the mem bers were 
special ists in the field of scientific and 
technica l  intel l igence. The working party's 
conclusions were set out in a docu ment 
dated J u ne 1 95 1  and beari ng the 
desig nation DS IIJTIC Report No. 7 .  lt  was 
entitled 'Un identified Flying Objects' and 
classified 'Secret Discreet' . The report 
was made avai lable at the National 
Arch ives on 1 Jan uary 2002. Some of the 
key NA fi le references conta in ing the 
Report and related DS IIJTIC discussions 
are DEFE 1 0/496, DEFE 4 1 /74 and 
D E F E  4 1 /75. 

The report concludes that a l l  U FO 
sighti ngs cou ld be explai ned as 
misidentifications of ord i nary objects or 
p h e n o m e n a ,  o p t i c a l  i l l u s i o n s ,  
psychological  delusions or hoaxes. The 
main body of the report ends with the 
fol lowing statement: 'We accord ingly 
recom mend very strongly that no further 
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investigation of reported mysterious aerial 
phenomena be undertaken,  un less and unti l  
some materia l  evidence becomes avai lable' .  

The report was duly considered by the DSI/ 
JTIC and it was recommended that in view of its 
sceptical conclusions, it should be regarded as 
a final report. lt  was further suggested that the 
working party be d issolved with i m mediate 
effect. This was agreed , thus bring ing to an end 
the MOD's first U FO research project. 
S ightings contin ue 

The Flying Saucer Working Party had been 
d issolved in 1 95 1  amidst a frenzy of scepticism.  
However, this was soon to change. During the 
period 1 952 to 1 957 there were a series of U FO 
sightings involving the m i l itary, which forced the 
MOD to rethi n k  and then reverse its pol icy. 
Such h igh-profi le sighti ngs, together with the 
increasing n u m ber of reports from the general 
publ ic, pushed the sceptics with i n  MOD onto the 
defensive. The F lying Saucer Working Party's 
reco mmendation that U FO sightings should not 
be investigated was overturned and by the 
mid- 1 950s two Air M i n istry D ivisions were 
actively i nvolved i n  investigating U FO sightings. 
The d ivisions concerned were S6,  a civi l ian 
secretariat d ivision on the a ir  staff, and DDI 
(Tech) ,  a tech nical i ntel l igence d ivision .  Their 
brief was to research and investigate the U FO 
phenomenon looking for evidence of any threat 
to the U K. 
Evidence 

There are as many photogra phs of U FOs as 
there are of the Loch N ess Monster, and they 
are of equal q ual ity: b lurs and forgeries. Other 
physica l evidence, such as a l leged debris from 
al ien crashes, or burn marks on the ground from 
al ien land ings,  or i mplants in noses or brains of 
al ien abductees, have turned out to be quite 
terrestria l ,  i ncluding forgeries. The main 
reasons for bel ieving i n  U FOs are the testimony 
of many people, the i nabi l ity to d istingu ish 
science fiction from science,  the wi l l i ngness to 
trust incom petent men tel l ing fantastic stories, 
the abi l ity to d istrust all contrary sources as be­
i ng part of an evil conspiracy to withhold the 
truth , and a desire for contact with the world 
above. Belief in a l iens i n  U FOs is akin to bel ief 
in supernatural  bei ngs. 
You r  right to know extended 

Detai ls about U FO sightings,  cl i n ical  trials, 
accident investigations and Whitehal l  meetings 

are now systematical ly  being released to 
the public under plans to open up 
government. Publ ic access to i nformat1on 
from government bodies is being 
extended by the scrapping and amending 
of numerous pieces of legislation,  under 
the Freedom of I nformation Act which is 
currently being phased in .  

I n  2002, the first tranche of h itherto 
secret information was released when 
government departments publ ished their 
own schemes of leg islation,  which they 
plan to release to the publ ic. The material  
wi l l  be made avai lable i m mediately on 
departmental websites or throug h 
appl ication by post. The various 
documents avai lable for d issemination at 
The National Archives give a h istory of 
t h e  B r i t i s h  G ove r n m e n t ' s  e a r l y  
i nvolvement in  the U FO issue, g iving a n  
i nsig ht into the pol itics a n d  personal ities 
res po n s i b l e  fo r s h a p i n g  offi c i a l  
pol icy. The official reporting,  analysis and 
recordi ng of U FO sightings com menced 
in the early 1 950s, with substantia l  
records at  the National  Archives 
beg inn ing in the early 1 960s. At that time 
the Air M inistry was made responsible for 
the col lation of al l  reports deal i ng with 
U FO's (certa in ly from the early 1 960s) . 
The specific responsib i l ity was delegated 
to A. l .  (Tech)3 in the deputy Directorate 
of I ntel l igence (Technical ) .  Al l  reports 
from al l sources are sent to A. l .  (Tech)3 
fo r ex a m i n a t i o n , a n a l y s i s a n d  
classification . Reports on un identified 
ai rcraft emanating from sources other 
than RAF Fighter Command [where the 
majority of reports were d i rected via 
pol ice and civi l ians] were passed to C IC 
Fighter Com mand for investigation .A. I .  
(Tech)3 exam ined a l l  U FO reports and 
attem pted to obta in  su bstantiating 
evidence form Fighter Com mand, M ET, 
MCA etc as appropriate. Al l reports 
reg iste red i n cl uded the fo l l owi ng 
detai ls :  detai ls of orig inator i . e . civi l ian,  
M ET etc; a d d ress of ori g i n ator; 
prel i m inary classification of sighting i .e .  
bal loon ,  ai rcraft, m issiles, astronomical 
phenomena, etc; height, speed , shape, 
size, colour, date/ti me and local ity of 
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sighting ;  plus other remarks. 
Materials avai lable at The National Arch ives 

tend to be dated from 1 96 0  to 1 97 4. They 
general ly consist of col lections of sightings as 
reported to the M i n istry of Defence, by civi l ians 
through ,  for exa m ple, the Royal Air Command 
and officia l  correspondence relat ing to these 
sightings. There is a lso substantia l  i nformation 
regard ing the government's official  U FO pol icy 
through the years,  incl ud i ng references to how 
and by whom it was drawn up,  and how it 
evolved etc, as wel l  as n u merous references 
a n d  corre s p o n d e n ce betwe e n  vari o u s  
departments ? particularly t h e  M inistry of 
Defence, RAF Fighter Command and the 
Deputy D irectorate of I ntel l igence (Techn ical ) .  
The i nformation i ncluded i n  the majority of  fi les 
held at The N ational Arch ives is focused on 
n u merous specific U FO reports and how they 
have been hand led by the various relevant 
departments ? e ither from civi l ians or a irforce 
personnel .  Where the i nformation is avai lable, it 
tends to be official ly classified/categorised 
accordi ng to fol lowi ng criteria :  
(a) Date, time a nd d uration of sighti ng;  
(b) Description of object; 
(c) Exact position observer; 
(d) How observed ; 
(e) D i rection in wh ich object was first seen;  
(f) Angle of  sight; 
(g) Distance; 
(h) Movements; 
( i )  M et e o ro l o g i c a l co n d i t i o n s  d u r i n g 

observations; 
U) N earby objects; 
(k) To whom reported (pol ice, m i l itary 

organ isations, the press etc) ; 
( I)  Name and address of i nformant; 
(m) Any background on the i nformant that may 

be vol unteered ; 
(n) Other witnesses; 
(o) date and ti me of receipt of report; and 

( q) Is  a reply req uested? 

The fol lowing fi les, with in A I R  2 and AI R 20 
categories shou Id poi nt you to the key 
col lections of docu mented sightings throug h the 
years as officia l ly  recorded by successive 
governments (in approxi mately chronolog ical  
order) : 

AI R 2/1 69 1 8  features numerous sightings, with 

reports by members of the publ ic 
between 1 96 1 - 1 963;  and l ikewise AIR 
2/1 8 1 1 5, 1 967;  AI R 2/1 8 1 1 6, 1 967; AI R 
2/1 8 1 1 7  1 967- 1 968; AI R 2/1 8 1 83,  1 968-
1 969. AIR 2/1 887 1 contai ns reports and 
newspaper cuttings from 1 972, whi le AI R 
2/1 8872 agai n  consists of a col lection of 
civi l ian and other reports, 1 972- 1 973; AIR 
2/1 8873, 1 972- 1 973;  and AI R 2/1 8874 
l ikewise for 1 974- 1 975 . AI R 2/1 9 1 25 ,  
which opened this year, is essential ly a 
col lection of U FO sightings as compi led 
by RAF Patrington ? referred as reports 
of unusual occurrences (UFO).  This 
includes a col lection of reports from 
civi l ians, pol ice, and various fl ight 
personnel  from RAF Patrington etc and 
occurring between 1 968 and 1 973.  

AI R 20 fi les i nclude: AI R 20/1 1 6 1 2  
which agai n  i s  a col lection of general 
U FO reports and pol icy statements, 1 967-
1 968;  A I R  20/9320 reports from Air Traffic 
Control (Code 9) : and detai ls of 
Parl iamentary question on un identified 
flyi ng objects 1 957. AI R 20/9320 
i n c l u d es d eta i l s of R a d a r  a n d  
Radio Countermeasures (Code 6 1 ) :  
Parl iamentary question o n  U FO's 1 957;  
AI R 20/932 1  l ikewise Air Traffic Control 
(Code 9) : Parl iamentary question on 
unidentified flying objects; Radar and 
R a d i o  C o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  
(Code 6 1  ) : Parl iamentary question on 
un identified flying objects; and sim i larly 
for AI R 20/9322. 

A sub-series withi n  AI R 20 includes: BJ 
5/3 1 1 ,  wh ich features docu mentation 
relating to meteorolog ical aspects 1 968-
1 970;  and DEFE 44/1 1 9  a col lection of 
U FO reports and analysis, Jan 1 95 1 -Dec 
1 95 1 . 

M i n istry of Defence Archives 
The Min istry of Defence archives [www . 

mod . u klcontacts/army _records. htm and 
www . foi . mod. u klclasses 1 . asp} i ncludes 
updated information on U FOs, includ ing 
the Rend lesham docu ments about a U FO 
report i n  Suffolk  in 1 980 ? which remains 
one of the most convincing U FO's 
incidents to-date, and sti l l  remains 
unexplained . The so-cal led Rendlesham 
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Fi le is a fat catalogue deta i l i ng the i ncreasingly 
despai ring  correspondence between the 
Min istry of Defence and members of the publ ic 
after the sight ing of unexplained l ights in 
Rendlesham Forest, near the RAF base at 
Woodbridge, Suffolk,  in December 1 980. 
US Government sou rces 

The U S  has long been considerably more 
active than the U K  govern ment i n  record ing and 
analysing UFO sightings throug h the years.  The 
U . S. Government Docu ments provide a 
val uable resou rce for U FO i nformation 
gatherers:  

1 .  The Central  I ntel l igence Agency has 
placed the fu l l  texts of recently declassified 
documents concerni ng U FO's on l i ne at 
the CIA's Popular Document Col lection: 
U F O ' s  F a c t o r  F i c t i o n ?  
www . foia.  ucia . gov/scripts/popdoc. asp 

2 .  The National Security Agency h a s  p laced 
the ful l  texts of recently declassified 
documents concern ing U FOs onl ine at the 
N at i o n a l  S ecu r i ty  Ag e n cy ' s  U F O 
Docu ments I ndex. 

3. www. n s a .  gov:  8 0 8 0/d ocs/efo i a/re l eased/ 
ufo. html 

4 .  The Federal  Bureau of  Investigation has 
placed the fu l l  texts of recently declassified 
docu ments concerning U FOs in PDF 
format i n  the ' U n usual Phenomena' section 
of the FOIA Electronic Reading Room. 
www . foia.  fbi . gov/uo.  htm 

5. For extensive docu mentation of U FO 
investigations, the researcher should 
consult the records of US Air Force P roject 
B lue Book, located i n  Record G roup 34 1 ,  
at the National Arch ives and Records 
Admin istration , Textual Reference Branch , 
Col lege Park ,  M D  207 40-600 1 ;  telephone 
(30 1 ) 7 1 3-7250 RG 34 1 . 1 5  Records of 
Project B lue Book 1 947-69 

H istory: Establ ished as P roject Sign by a 
memorandum from Maj .  Gen . L. C .  C raigie,  
D irector of Research and Development, Office 
of the Deputy C h ief of Staff, Materia l ,  H Q U SAF, 
to Lt.  Gen. N athan F .  Twin ing ,  Com mandi ng 
Genera l ,  Air Material Com mand (AMC),  U SAF, 
30 December 1 947.  Assigned to Technical 
I ntel l igence Division ,  I ntel l igence Department, 
AMC ,  22 January 1 948;  confi rmed by Technical  

Instruction 2 1 85,  H QAMC ,  1 1  February 
1 949,  pursuant to a letter from Director of 
Research and Development, Deputy 
Ch ief of Staff, Material ,  H QUSAF, 1 6  
Dece m ber 1 94 8 .  P roject G rudge 
termi nated , Decem ber 1 949. Reactivated , 
27 October 1 95 1  . Re-designated Project 
B lue Book, March 1 952. Air Technical 
I ntel l igence Center, transferred from AMC 
to Office of Di rector of I ntel l igence ,  
Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations, 1 952. 
Terminated by Secretary of the Ai r 
Force announcement, 1 7  December 
1 969. 

Textual Records: Records of the Aeria l  
Phenomena Branch , Technical Analysis 
D ivision ,  Air Tech n ica l  I ntel l igence 
Center, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
Ohio, relati ng to the Air Force study of 
un identified fly ing objects (U FOs) , 
consisting of case fi les on a l leged U FO 
sightings, 1 947- 1 969 (6 1 ft. ) ;  case fi les of 
the 4602d Air I ntel l igence Service 
Squadron on al leged U FO sighti ngs, 
1 954-56; and records relating to the 
staffing and organ isation of the project, 
1 948-67. Records of the Office of the 
Director of Specia l  I nvestigations, Office 
of the I nspector Genera l ,  HQUSAF,  
consist ing of reports of investigations of 
a l leged U FO s i g hti n g s ,  1 948-68.  

Motion Pictures (20 reels) : Motion 
pictures received by the Air Force d u ring 
the project, and form ing part of the Aeria l  
Phenomena Branch case fi les described 
above, 1 950-67. 

S o u n d  Record i n g s  (23 i te m s ) : 
I nterviews with i ndividuals conducted or 
acquired by the Air Force d u ring the 
project, and forming part of the Aerial  
Phenomena Branch case fi les descri bed 
above, 1 955-67. 

Photographs ( 8 , 360 i mages) : Sightings 
of al leged U FOs, formi ng part of the 
Aeria l  Phenomena Branch case fi les 
described above, 1 954-66 (PBB) . The 
Declass ified Docu ments Reference 
S yste m p u b l i s h ed by Rese a rch 
Publ ications, Woodbridge, CT issued 
bi month ly on m icrofiche with a hardcopy 
abstracts/subject i ndex, is another source 
worth examin ing .  OCLC 1 64 1 1 767 


